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May 27, 2023 – June 30, 2023 

NOTEWORTHY ITEMS     

 June began with severe thunderstorms, some with high velocity winds and even hail! 
o Dry spell with very little rain and high temps prior to storm events caused excessively dry 

ground conditions, which can create a surface that is almost impervious during heavy 
storms.  Flash flooding can occur under some circumstances. 

o High velocity winds along with heavy, sideways rain and ensuing hail brought down trees 
throughout the Borough, many large tree limbs, and blew dried leaves, twigs, and 
vegetation to the lowest point on the streets – our storm drains. 

o Wind and precipitation pushed all the debris to completely cover / carpet the storm drains 
and a portion of the roads surrounding them.  In some areas, storm water was not able to 
flow into the storm drains due to the massive debris covering them. 

o As a result of these heavy storms in the beginning of the month, we experienced a carpeted 
sludge of leaves, twigs, tree limbs, trash, and debris from 6-8” thick on many of our storm 
drains.  Many of our storm drains and the street surrounding them were completely 
covered.   

o Typical storms only add 1”-2” of leaves & debris on drains; they still require manpower to 
clean up! 

o Bridgeport Development experienced street flooding.  Once the storm drains were cleared, 
the water was able to flow into the storm drains, to the outfalls, and quickly drained off the 
streets. (Thanks to a resourceful resident!) 

o Our maintenance crew and MS4 crew were out in full force throughout the town cleaning 
trash, leaves, limbs, sludge, sediment, etc. out of storm drains and surrounding asphalt for 
days after each storm event.   

o Many drains were cleaned manually, and some drains required the use of backhoes. 
o All stormwater facilities infiltrated appropriately after debris cleared. 
o If you should experience unusual and potentially dangerous flooding during a storm event, 

SAFETY FIRST: please contact West Shore Regional Police so they can notify the 
appropriate response team. 
 6” of rushing floodwater has the power to knock over an adult 
 12” of rushing floodwater has the power to carry away a small vehicle 
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 Norfolk Southern connector rail planning 

o Met with engineering team to thoroughly discuss MS4 conveyance of entire railroad 
watershed in Lemoyne, the problems and issues we experience, and how the stormwater 
moves and behaves above grade and underground. 

o Attended PUC planning meeting with NS, engineering team, utilities, and other pertinent 
parties to continue planning future improvements to area behind Bottleneck area reaching 
to land behind Memorial Park.  This additional rail line will connect East Shore and West 
Shore passenger trains and improve the traffic flow. 

o Private stormwater pipe in rear of Memorial Park has been found and will be relocated and 
encased prior to the building of the new track. 

o Stormwater on the Norfolk Southern property will be directed to swales and conveyed 
through Norfolk Southern property to the Susquehanna River. 

o New grading and drainage will be completed at the abutments to prevent waterfalls and 
flooding onto the Bottleneck. 

o New stormwater management plan will prevent erosion and flooding. 
          

                                               

 Land Studies hand weeded the rain gardens, removed trash and sediment, and planted 200 native 
plugs in bare spots throughout the rain gardens.   

o They will plant an additional 300 native plugs throughout the year. 
o New plantings will help restore biodiversity and increase water filtration and pollutant 

reduction. 
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 Bare Root Tree Grant Program: 
o Applied for 20 bare root trees through TreePennsylvania, the PA Urban & Community Forest 

Council 
o Trees must be planted in public spaces – rain gardens, parks, street trees; no private or commercial 

property. 
o Filed preliminary grant application after recommendation from former DCNR Cumberland County 

Forester  
o Lemoyne was recommended because of our Arbor Day event displaying our community’s 

commitment to native trees and educating the public. 
o If accepted, this grant will save us thousands of dollars on tree replacement and allow us to replace 

and increase our tree canopy. 

 

 Bumpouts at 8th & Market Sts were removed during a mandatory gas valve replacement, which 
was required to occur before replacing 8th St. pipeline.  Working with UGI Restoration Services to 
ensure bumpout is replaced to standard. 

 Routine inspections found sinkhole next to storm drain #780 on Westwind.  Maintenance 
Department filled and repaired sinkhole. 

 MS4 Staff dislodged all storm drain grates at 9th & Hummel manually, pulled out filtration baskets, 
removed leaves, sediment, & debris from basket, drain basin, and grates for 4 storm drains.  
Replaced filtration bag and added new filter socks.  Reassembled filtration baskets & liners and 
replaced storm grates over drain.   

 MS4 staff performed heavy duty cleaning of clogged storm drain, inlet, and vegetated swale at 5th 
St & Washington Terrace by shoveling out and clearing leaves, debris, severely compacted dirt, 
and some eroded bank.   

 Maintenance Staff mowed &  weed whacked Woodside Park and cleared leaves, debris, and trash 
from tributary and stormwater inlet and outlet running through park. 

 MS4 Staff removed trash, litter, microplastics, cigarette butts, and debris from rain gardens and 
bottleneck; inspected plants; 

 MS4 Staff water pollinator pots and newly planted rain gardens to ensure health of plantings. 
 

 
 Maple St Park – park flooded in heavy rainstorm  

o Clogged storm drain on street in front of caboose full and lifted grate off drain box 
o Maintenance Staff unclogged drain filled with water and compressed leaves with street sweeper 

vacuum hose 
o Working with Maintenance Department to identify cause and fix issues with drainage 
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 MS4 Staff received notification of a high number of dead song birds, black birds, etc. in Walton 
St./ Warren St. general area over the last 2 months.   

o An inspection of the area showed no immediate cause of deaths. 
o Notified Audubon, Penn State Extension, Conodoguinet Creek Watershed Association, 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation, etc.  
o If you should see unusual bird deaths, please report findings to: 

 MS4 Coordinator Kasha Griva – kgriva@lemoynepa.com; 717-317-1412 
 PA Game Commission at PGC-WHS (pa.gov); 1-833-742-9453 

 
 

 Illicit Discharge reported from demolition site on 1200 block of Hummel Ave 
o Concerned individual stated that oil was spilling off the property into the stormwater 

during heavy rainstorms. 
 Rainbow sheen visible on water in small area within demolition area 
 Some oily sheen visible in ponding area at front of construction site; small silt sock in place 

to filter stormwater 
 Asked construction crew to: 

• Provide additional silt socks where water exits site  
• Move sand to keep fluids contained onsite  
• Dispose of sand appropriately once demo complete 
• They immediately completed our requests and resolved potential discharge issues 

 Fluid appears to be contained to site, no evidence of leaking into street or storm drain 
 This area of Hummel Ave recently paved with brand new curbs from 1201 – 1217 Hummel 

Ave; dark band on road underneath stormwater is most likely curb sealant required after 
fresh paving 

 Stormwater from this site runs to storm drain located in front of Coble’s Transfer Storage 
at 1500 Hummel Ave 

 Storm drain is located in Lower Allen Twp but is PennDOT drain; outfall to Camp Hill  
 Stormwater flowing along curb to affected storm  drain is clear 
 Fluid appears to contained to site, no evidence of leaking into street or storm drain 

o Reported findings to DEP and Lower Allen; Lower Allen performed follow up inspections 
and also found no evidence of illicit discharge. 

 
 
 
 Illicit Discharge update on 400 block of S 3rd St. 

o 30 day follow up – all Corrective Action items were completed and continue to be a part of 
their daily and weekly routines.  Measures appear to be preventing hydrocarbons and 
other pollutants from reaching storm drain. 

o Follow up inspections showed no evidence of illicit discharge. 

mailto:kgriva@lemoynepa.com
https://www.pgcapps.pa.gov/WHS/app/home
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 West Walnut St/ Unnamed Tributary 1 & 2 to Susquehanna River Stormwater 2023 Project 

o Agreement for Easement documents signed, notarized, and returned by all but 1 property 
owner.   

o This project is designed to reduce the volume, velocity, and pollutant load (including 
nitrogen, phosphorous, & sediment) of stormwater that flows into our tributaries and the 
Susquehanna River, and it will allow us to meet 2023 permit requirements for Lemoyne 
Borough’s MS4 Pollutant Reduction Plan, approved by the PA DEP.    

 Meeting with Ayers Ave business to discuss property line changes, existing easement, and ensure 
access to onsite stormwater facilities. 

 Preconstruction meeting for stormwater improvements located at 9th & Walnut Sts 
 

 Concert @ Negley, Saturday, July 1st, 5-10pm 
o Join us at Negley Park this Saturday, July 1st from 5-10pm for this FREE event! 

 
 Mark your calendars for StormFest 2023!  

o Wednesday, 7/26/23 from 5:30 – 8:00 pm at Camp Hill Borough Building                                 
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