
  
MS4  DEPARTMENT MONTH LY REPORT  

 

1 

Ap r i l  29 ,  20 23  – Ma y 26 ,  20 23 

NOTEWORTHY ITEMS      

 Spring has arrived and flowers are in bloom! 
o Pollinator Pots and all new plantings are being watered regularly. 
o Trash, debris, and sludge have been removed from rain gardens to improve infiltration.  

       
 
 Met with Land Studies. 

o Annual maintenance of the rain gardens has begun. 
o Land Studies weeded each of the beds and assessed each garden for bare spots/ 

inappropriate plantings/ weeds/ overgrowth, etc. 
o Discussed the strengths / challenges / needs of each garden. 
o Discussed best planting options to fill out each garden. 
o Land Studies will order 500 native plugs/ 10+ species, tailored to the needs of our gardens. 

 Decided on coneflowers, bergamot, beebalm, sea oats, bluestem, broomsedge, 
asters, ragwort, black eyed susans, etc. 

o Land Studies will document & map plantings.  
o Rain garden plantings are not typically available until mid-May or so. 
o Land Studies will order pollinator-friendly plugs and plant once they arrive. 

 Some plugs will be available to plant during next maintenance visit; some plugs 
will be available for summer planting cycle. 
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 May began with several days of persistent, heavy rains in the Borough. 
o Waterfall from top of retaining wall onto Market St in bottleneck during heaviest rains. 

 Informed Norfolk Southern’s engineering firm about stormwater overflow issues in 
bottleneck and surrounding areas during heavy rain events. 

 Maintenance Department dug swales at top of retaining wall to redirect 
stormwater to a safer outfall. 

o Outfall inspections showed high velocity & volume of stormwater even after rains stopped. 

            
o Thick carpet of leaves, twigs, trash, debris, etc. over almost all storm drains. 

 MS4 Staff worked diligently to clear drains throughout Borough. 

                                               

o Removed trash, litter, microplastics, cigarette butts, and debris from rain gardens; 
inspected plants; shoveled thick sediment, grit, and skid stones from brick pavers. 

o Bioretention basins were still full of stormwater after a few days. 
o All stormwater facilities infiltrated water appropriately by the end of the week! 
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 Routine storm drain inspections found sinkhole next to drain on private property with public 
access on N. 12th St.  Property owners filled and repaired sinkhole and replaced asphalt on street. 

    Before                    After 

               
 
 Routine inspections found sinkhole next to storm drain #788 on White Oak Circle.  Maintenance 

Department filled and repaired sinkhole. 
Before            Before    After 

     
 
 Broken fencing and collapsed fence post outside stormwater basin on Ayers Ave 

o Maintenance Department installed new fence post and repaired and reattached fencing 
around exterior of basin 

   Before             After 
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 Maintenance staff cleared sticks, debris, and fallen limbs out of clogged SW tributary and off 
railroad bank located at rear of Oak Street after days of heavy storm events. 
                Before               After                       After 

                  
 

 
 Potential Illicit Discharge?  Routine Flushing Public Education 

o PA American Water & EK Services have been flushing hydrants and water lines throughout 
Borough this month; all flushing is overseen by PAW. 

o Because the water is dechlorinated and chemicals removed prior to flushing, this water is 
considered SAFE to enter storm drains by the DEP and EPA. 

o PA American Water notifies the PA DEP of all water main breaks and flushing events. 
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 Illicit Discharge of pool water from garden hose into storm sewer drain near Brandt Ave. 
o Evidence of illicit discharge found; hose pumping water directly into storm drain; hose 

leading to pool at rear of property visible. 
o Advised homeowner that this action is an Illicit Discharge,  

 Discussed the harmful effects of discharging chlorinated or salted pool water into 
storm drains, some of which lead to streams into the Susquehanna River, and some 
of which lead directly into the Susquehanna River. 

 Educated about the effects of pool water on local bodies of water, including fish 
kills and unsafe aquatic environments, as well as harmful health conditions for 
humans.  

 Informed that the Borough allows residents to drain pool water into their lawn, 
where it will filter pollutants and chemicals naturally through the soil and not flow 
into storm drain.   

 PLEASE NOTE: Pumping or dumping pool water into storm drains is not legal. 
 The water in storm drains is not treated prior to discharging into the Susquehanna. 

o Homeowner stated hose would be removed from storm drain and agreed to discharge pool 
water from hose into lawn and inform pool company of proper procedures. 

o Provided homeowner with educational materials regarding appropriate pool discharge 
procedures approved by DEP and EPA. 
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 Illicit Discharge update on 400 block of S 3rd St. 
o Met with owners, operators, and manager of impacted business. 
o Gave presentation detailing violations and reviewed their proposed solutions in Corrective 

Action Plan with Borough Engineer and Maintenance Superintendent. 
o Once the violation notice was received, staff immediately ceased harmful practices. 
o They plan to hold all staff meeting to educate staff about need for and how to protect 

stormwater systems along with training for new procedures and products designed to 
eliminate illicit discharges. 

o MS4 Coordinator offered MS4 education to staff to ensure staff follows proper procedures 
and can speak to customers about stormwater with accuracy; will continue inspections. 

o Corrective Action Plan with comprehensive measures to prevent pollutants from reaching 
storm drain and storm sewer system approved. 

• Monitor processes and see how the measures work over time. 
• Keep an open dialogue with staff, management, and owners. 
• Follow up meetings in 30 and 60 days to determine if further measures 

need to be taken or if existing measures are working. 
 West Walnut St/ Unnamed Tributary 1 & 2 to Susquehanna River Stormwater 2023 Project 

o Mailed Agreement for Easement documents with detailed cover letter and descriptions to 
all affected property owners. 

o This project is designed to reduce the volume, velocity, and pollutant load (including 
nitrogen, phosphorous, & sediment) of stormwater that flows into our tributaries and the 
Susquehanna River, and it will allow us to meet 2023 permit requirements for Lemoyne 
Borough’s MS4 Pollutant Reduction Plan, approved by the PA DEP.    
    

 Funding Natural Stormwater Infrastructure –  
o Met with American Rivers, Center for Watershed Protection, Environmental Finance Center at 

University of Pennsylvania, and others. 
o Discussion of available funding sources from many different federal and state governments and 

other organizations. 
o Overview of requirements for each type of funding sources, along with changes from prior years. 

                      
 Performed Annual Stormwater BMP Inspections with Rettew. 

o Inspected 19 different Stormwater Best Management Practices throughout the Borough. 
o Resulting reports will be filed in Lemoyne Borough’s Annual Report to DEP June 2024.     
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 Attended the 2023 Choose Clean Water Conference in Harrisburg, PA 
o Theme: A Keystone Moment: Our Collective Future 
o Participated in round tables, town halls, presentations, and field trips to learn about the latest 

innovations and practices in stormwater management, solar, environmental justice, & clean water. 
o Bay restoration efforts are currently at a critical juncture with 2025 deadline. 
o Events highlighted the challenges, opportunities, and lessons headwater states have to inform us in 

our work for clean water.   
o Learned about pollution reduction practices to protect and restore our local waterways. 
o Conference united over 280 non-profit organizations – cultivated new relationships. 
o Tools, resources & experiences were shared to equip and accelerate work for clean water. 

                     
 Mark your calendars for StormFest 2023!  

o Wednesday, 7/26/23 from 5:30 – 8:00 pm at Camp Hill Borough Building  
o Lemoyne Borough will be hosting a rain garden demonstration! 

 
 ARBOR DAY FESTIVAL – held at Memorial Park event Saturday, 4/29/23 from 10 am – 2 pm  

o Educational outreach event for children and adults included demonstrations, live zoo animals, art 
projects, crafts, giveaways, hands-on STEM activities, and so much more. 

o Participants learned about the importance of native trees and plants in providing clean water, 
mitigating stormwater pollution, and balancing the ecosystem, as well as how to help our birds, 
pollinator insects, and wildlife locally while having fun! 

o This event was a success thanks to all of our sponsors, community partners, vendors, attendees, 
and many more.  A HUGE THANK YOU for everyone’s support!  

o The festival was well-received by public; we had excellent attendance (and media coverage!), 
achieved first year brand recognition in the water industry, and heard many compliments from 
vendors & participants! 

o This event will count as a collaboration with multiple parties, including watershed organizations, 
government offices, private sector businesses, the public, etc. as a community engagement & 
education event on our annual DEP report. 

o Planning has begun for Arbor Day Festival 2024 – Saturday, 4/27/24, from 10 am – 2 pm! 

                                       


