
Lawn/ Yard/ Fescue Grass – has very short roots (1”-2”)

Non-native plants (including lawns) with smaller root 
systems are high maintenance and require:
• More watering
• More fertilization
• Use of mowers and other power tools that emit 

pollutants at the rate of 11-34 cars per hour
• More money to maintain

Native plants have much deeper and more robust root 
systems (up to 15 feet!) that substantially stabilize the 
soil, reduce erosion, and increase the ability of soil to 
absorb and retain water.  They naturally filter out 
stormwater pollutants through their roots.  These plants 
have evolved to survive and adapt (with native insects) in 
local environmental conditions, making them more 
resilient and sustainable.

Native plants are lower maintenance, thrive in local 
conditions, and require minimal care:
• Less watering (after establishment)
• No fertilization
• No need for mowers
• BONUS: they provide food and habitat for essential 

native pollinators
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