
Permeable Pavement / Pervious Asphalt
Stormwater BMPs

• Porous pavement, including permeable asphalt, 
is a material intended to minimize flooding and 
stormwater runoff, while providing the strength 
needed to handle vehicular traffic.

• It is a very effective, climate-friendly solution in 
low-traffic areas such as alleys, small streets, 
driveways, sidewalks, parking lots, etc. 

• Impervious materials such as concrete or asphalt 
are required to handle areas with heavy 
vehicular traffic.

• Replacing your sidewalk or driveway with 
pervious pavers, river stone, or other porous 
materials allows water to soak into the 
underlying layers of soil instead of becoming 
stormwater runoff.

• In addition to reducing polluted runoff and 
erosion, these permeable materials also 
“breathe” more than impervious materials, so 
they take longer to ice over.  This reduces the 
need for and reliance on road salt.

• This engineered paving material has large pore 
spaces that allow rainfall and snowmelt to pass 
through the surface and infiltrate into the soil, 
which reduces: puddles, ice, standing water on 
the surface, and stormwater flowing downhill.

• Permeable pavement reduces stormwater runoff, 
recharges groundwater, promotes climate 
change resiliency, and mitigates flooding 
compared to impervious concrete or asphalt.

• Permeable pavement requires occasional 
maintenance such as vacuuming or power 
washing to remove sand, dirt, and particulate 
matter to prevent the porous surface from 
clogging.  

• To work as intended, the permeable asphalt was installed in our 
Stormwater Infrastructure Project (only on Poplar St.) over a carefully 
prepared subsurface made of graded stone drainage bed. 

• Installing permeable surfaces and handicap-accessible curb ramps allowed 
the Borough to receive grant funding to reduce our costs for this project.

• The installation of permeable asphalt in this area allows water to infiltrate 
the soil and naturally filter out nitrogen, phosphorous, and other 
pollutants, rather than allowing the stormwater to flow freely untreated 
down into the Bottleneck and directly into the Susquehanna River.  

• These features provide stormwater runoff and water quality benefits as 
well as reduce flooding and erosion.

• Lemoyne strives to implement green infrastructure and stormwater 
BMPs into projects within our Borough. 
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